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 up sin and 
su in   us   n  s u    

d s a  u  laws-a-me  e s m  wn dead 
sis e s  p  in   ain   e ea   
las  im  s me w

e  ell   
l n  wi  u   made su e u d pla ed e  

and een a-swimmin  u   i e ye  m  
 e n y u e a ind  a sin ed a  as e 

sayin  is  e e n y u l   is ime  

u le e y w ispe ed  I wisht 
I knowed  It s aw ulsolemn like  ain t it  

h  no  
that wouldn t do o  this  hat s ood enou h o  
little u ishly ommon thin s  spe ially with 
als  u  they o a k on you anyway  and la  

i  they et in a hu   ut there orter be writin  
bout a bi  thin  like this  nd blood   

ten 
I says to mysel  says I  I used to mend all the 
boys  kites and thin s  and show em where the 

ood shin  pla es was  and be riend em what I 
ould  and now they e all or ot old u  when 

he s in trouble  but om don t  and u k don t – 
they don t or et him  says I  and I don t or et 
them

an t 
a rs om  le missis  she tole me I ot to o 

an  it dis water an  not stop oolin  roun  wid 
anybody  he say she spe  a rs om wyne 
to a  me to whitewash  an  so she tole me o 
lon  an  tend to my own business – she lowed 

she d tend to de whitewashin  
h  

I dasn t  a rs om  le missis she d take an  tar 
de head o n me  eed she would  

‘Shut your heads and let om o 
on  hat did he say  om

She d ne er noti ed i  it hadn t been 
or Sid  on ound it  sometimes she sews it with 

white  and sometimes she sews it with bla k  
I wish to eeminy she d sti k to one or t other – 
I an t keep the run o  ‘em  ut I bet I ll lam Sid 
or that  I  I don t  blame my ats  
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ou an lump 
that hat i  you don t like it  I dare you to kno k 
it off  and anybody that ll take a dare will su k 
e s  

‘ oller ‘nuff

an  her  aybe she s ot 
ompany – there s li hts  late as it is  

It seemed to him that life was hollow  and 
e isten e but a burden  ‘ om  what on earth ails 
that at  

‘Infernal impuden e  said a bystander  ‘wanted 
to ome and take a quiet look at his work – didn t 
e pe t any ompany  

allo  old hap  you ot to work  
hey?

en I d like to  honest in un  but unt olly – 
well  im wanted to do it  but she wouldn t let 
him  Sid wanted to do it  and she wouldn t let Sid  

ow  don t you see how I am ed? If you was to 
ta kle this fen e  and anythin  was to happen to 
it –  

‘ ut as I was sayin  said unt olly  
‘he warn t bad  so to say – only mis hie ous  

nly ust iddy  and harum-s arum  you know  
e warn t any more responsible than a olt  e 

ne er meant any harm  and he was the best-
hearted boy that e er was  – and she be an to 
ry  

ll throu h supper his spirits were so hi h 
that his aunt wondered ‘what had ot into the 
hild

nd now at 
this moment  when hope was dead  om Sawyer 
ame forward with nine yellow ti kets  nine red 

ti kets  and ten blue ones  and demanded a ible  
his was a thunderbolt in the lear sky  

ell  without noti in  what I was doin  
I took hold of the nob  and open omes the door  
It wasn t lo ked  I hopped in and shook off the 
towel  and reat aesar s host  

mph  ell  you didn t et a 
li k amiss  I re kon  ou d been into some other 
owda ious mis hief when I wasn t around  like 
enou h

nd thus 
she would see him when she looked out the lad 
mornin  – and oh  would she drop one tear upon 
his poor  lifeless form  would she hea e one little 
si h to see a bri ht youn  life so rudely bli hted  
so untimely ut down?

 ell  what of it? hey ll all lie  eastways 
all but the ni er  I don t know him  ut I ne er see 
a ni er that wouldn t lie  Shu ks  ow you tell 
me how ob anner done it  u k? 

‘ ell he has  by in oes  id he 
before?

‘Looky here  om  do you 
know what day it is?  om mentally ran o er the 
days of the week  and then qu kly lifted his eyes 
with a startled look in them  ‘ y  I ne er on e 
thou ht of it  u k  ‘ ell  I didn t  neither  but 
all at on e it popped on to me that it was riday

‘ lame it  a boy an t be too areful  u k  e 
mi ht a ot into an awful s rape  ta klin  su h a 
thin  on a riday  ‘ i ht  etter say we would  

hare s some lu ky days  maybe  but riday 
ain t
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Tom 
said  ‘ h  please auntie  don t pull it out  it don t 
hurt any more  I wish I may ne er stir if it does  

lease don t  auntie  I don t want to stay home 
from s hool

‘ h  you don t  don t you? So all this row 
was be ause you thou ht you d et to stay home 
from s hool and o a- shin ? Tom  Tom  I lo e 
you so  and you seem to try e ery way you an to 
break my old heart with your outra eousness

‘Like? hy  it ain t like anythin  ou only 
ust tell a boy you won t e er ha e anybody but 

him  e er e er e er  and then you kiss  and that s 
all  nybody an do it

e ky That her 
had stopped omin  to s hool  Tom had stu led 
with his pride a few days  and tried to ‘whistle 
her down the wind  but failed  

She athered to ether her qua k 
periodi als and her qua k medi ines  and thus 
armed with death  went about on her pale horse  
metaphori ally speakin  with ‘hell followin  
after  

t last e ky s frail 
limbs refused to arry her farther  She sat down  
Tom rested with her  and they talked of home  
and the friends there  and the omfortable beds  
and abo e all  the li ht  e ky ried  and Tom 
tried to think of some way of omfortin  her  but 
all his en oura ements were rown thereadbare 
with use  and sounded like sar asms

‘ ell  we ll 
let the ry-baby o home to his mother  wont 
we  u k? oor thin  – does it want to see its 
mother? nd so it shall  ou like it here  don t 
you  u k? e ll stay  won t we?  

 pre alent feature 

in these ompositions was a nursed and petted 
melan holy  another was a wasteful and opulent 

ush of ‘ ne lan ua e  another was a tenden y 
to lu  in by the ears parti ularly pri ed words 
and phrases until they were worn entirely out  
and pe uliarity that onspi uously marked and 
marred them was the in eterate and intolerable 
sermon that wa ed its rippled tail at the end of 
ea h and e ery one of them  
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