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the lovely e  the 
 slippers with their 

 er  feminine re

l   hi  h te  her ppe r e t i ht  the 
sh rt h ir  the l el  ress  the i t  shes
r ses sil  slippers with their tw i h heels  she 
w s r wi  t ller  e el pi   er  e i i e 

re   h l   hi  w s s  ei  terri ll  
pr   the t th t she sh e ll the ther 

 l ies w  iss r i h el h  the 
p tri i  e t res  t l e  the spe i l l r  

 th t re l  h ir  iss i  h  e isite 
l  tresses  t l e  the liss e  

 et his er ll re ti  w s 
e  is pp i t e t    ishe  wish t  

t r   the le r  e i t w t e ie t  
r w p  he w te  the little irl he l  tre t s 

his tre s re  e   s e he li pse  
 e pressi  whi h irr re  his w  th hts  

 s ile  i tl  h t liss it w l  e i  st 
e i  his li e he l  sh w his eeli s  t 

h it  tr i i   is reti  were t  i r i e
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  h e t   the   r l  
e  th t s ll  he   l  t e  re i   
 wh t  t  e se  e

re wr   h e l e    h w 
h    thi   e rs t ti ll  

pre l e it  ell  ther e ri ss rt  let e 
tell  s ethi  si e this st pi    
still  still eel   still w t   still re  
 still i  p  heels  h e t restri ti s 

li e   

 he le e   i  
her h ir  l se  her e es  her teeth sh wi  
s rl   sh ll  t  ell   rse  t e re 
   h pe  et the h e t  tell  wh t  
e  spite l  piti l p l     e is
“You  o  e 

ou ree o  o  hoi e  r  You oul  h e 
re rrie   ou hose ot to re rr   i  
o se ue e ou e ee  i toler l  lo el  it s 
our ow  oi  ot o s

h  
oes t e e our i s s well

po  the heels o  whi h thou ht she wept 
iser l  su ee e  i  

 
twisted about and thumped her pillow in a 
ruitless uest a ter sleep  then la  de eated 

 ter a ew pa es 
 

and try as she would to use 

mind  it ended in o erwhelmin  her  inally as 
the slo enly li ht o  a late ondon dawn seeped 
throu h the windows she sat down at her des  
eelin  the old  hearin  the distant rowl o  

tra  smellin  the damp  tastin  the sourness  
uddenly the idea o  ro heda seemed wonder ul  
weet pure air  a naturally bro en silen e  ea e

 
 -
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he dar  hild who sat ne t to her was the 
youn est dau hter o  the talian man who 
owned and operated ahine s bri ht blue a e  

er name was eresa nnun io  and 

attention without bein  so dull that it turned 
her into ister atha s butt  hen her teeth 

rew in she was uite stri in ly beauti ul  and 
e ie adored her  urin  lesson brea s in 

the play round 

 and not a ailable 
or ourtin  by anyone else  nd 

“  we ha e a sli ht problem  arry  
ary made another will  you see  ast ni ht a ter 

she le t the party she a e me a sealed en elope  
and made me promise open it the moment 
I saw her dead body or mysel  hen I did so 
I ound it ontained a resh will

“ o one important  It s ust stran e  seein  
someone familiar and yet unfamiliar

“ hat s your name  little iss leary
“ e ie

uh   

 idio y  It didn t do him any ood  did it  
It was only a matter of time before somethin  
happened

 but I lo ed that man  erhaps it was the 
all of our blood  I don t now  e was handsome

Cardinal Ralph protested that  
food would ma e him fat  but after three days of 

ro heda air  ro heda people and ro heda 
food  he seemed to be sheddin  the rather aunt  
ha ard loo  he had worn when he arri ed

“ ust do as you re told  
“ ustine  my dearest  be alm  said e ie 

stron ly  not a falter in her oi e  “Calm yourself 
and tell me  re you sure

There  hardly any 
money to do it with  not enou h time  and only 
one pair of hands
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ust why he was so fond of e ie ather 
Ralph didn t now  nor for that matter did he spend 
mu h time wonderin  about it  It had be un with 
pity that day in the dusty station yard when he 
had noti ed her la in  behind  set apart from 
the rest of her family by irtue of her se  he had 
shrewdly uessed  s to why ran  also mo ed 
on an outer perimeter  this did not intri ue him at 
all  nor did he feel mo ed to pity ran  There was 
somethin  in ran  whi h illed tender emotions  
a dar  heart  a spirit la in  inner li ht  ut 

e ie  he had mo ed him unbearably  and 
he didn t really now why  There was the olor 
of her hair  whi h pleased him  the olor and 

form of her eyes  li e her mother s and therefore 
beautiful  but so mu h sweeter  more e pressi e  
and her hara ter  whi h he saw as the perfe t 
female hara ter  passi e yet enormously stron  

o rebel  e ie  on the ontrary  

 he turned to loo  at him  at the 
beautiful hands uidin  the ar e pertly throu h 
the ra y Roman traf  “I don t miss it at all  

ondon s too interestin

ell  he would nd out if he had to wrin  it 
from her for ibly  ary Carson was at her most 
demandin  these days  

 
only the in nite patien e of a subtle  de ious man 
ept his rebellion a ainst her possessi eness 

hidden from her  

Carson  hile that lon dormant are for the 
welfare of a sin le other person hamped and 
stamped up and down his mind  he a nowled ed 
the e isten e of another entity dwellin  side by 
side with it  the at old ruelty of ettin  the 
better of  ma in  a fool of a on eited  masterful 
woman  h  he d always li ed to do that  The old 
spider would ne er et the better of him

I ha e to say this ass  this Re uiem for my 
son  one of my bone  my son  Yes  e ie  
I belie e you  n e I had my breath ba  I would 
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e en ha e belie ed you without that terrible oath 
you swore  ittorio new the minute he set eyes on 
the boy  and in my heart I  too  must ha e nown  
Your lau h behind the roses from the boy but 
my eyes loo in  up at me  as they used to be in 
my inno en e  ee new  nne ueller new  ut 
not we men  e weren t t to be told  or so you 
women thin  and hu  your mysteries  ettin  
your ba s on us for the sli ht od did you in 
not reatin  you in is Ima e  ittorio new  


